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YES WE CAN!

VISIT OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE
AND TWITTER FEED

Since 2010 Overton Power District No. 5 and the schools
within our service territory have collected and donated
thousands of canned and non-perishable food items to our
local food banks. This year we are joining forces once
again, and as we reach a new milestone organizing our
8th Annual Food Drive we ask you: help us help someone
in need.
From October 30 - November 30, 2017 you can drop off
your items at your closest Overton Power office or local
school.

Our Facebook page and twitter feed are valuable resources to provide our customers with news and updates whenever an unplanned
power outage occurs.

Your donations will benefit: Virgin Valley Community Food
Bank and Cappalappa Family Resource Center.

ASK KATIE
What is the “Base Charge” listed on
my bill? - Juan Gomez, Mesquite, NV
The “Base Charge” is a flat monthly
fee that covers some of the fixed
costs of maintaining electric service
to your home or business, whether
you used any electricity or not.
These costs include reading your
meter and processing your bill.

Our offices will be closed on :
Oct. 27th Nevada Day Nov. 10th Veterans Day
Nov. 23rd Thanksgiving Day Nov. 24th Family Day
Dec. 25th Christmas Day
Regular office hours will resume the next business day
after each Holiday is observed.

OVERTON OFFICE

615 N. Moapa Valley Blvd.
P.O. Box 395
Overton, NV 89040
Telephone: (702) 397-2512
Fax: (702) 397-2583

MESQUITE OFFICE

731 Turtleback Road
Mesquite, NV 89027
Telephone: (702) 346-5710
Fax: (702) 346-5880

A safety message from Bruce Hughes,
OPD Manager of Transmission and
Distribution Operations
In recent research, I have come across statistics that illustrate the financial benefits of a safety
program, they imply that for every dollar spent on safety there is a five dollar return on the investment. Overton Power's intention is not the financial gain, safety is a priority, and we go above and
beyond to keep our employees and the general public safe.

OFFICE HOURS

We understand the true value of a safety program and have embraced it. Our employees attend
monthly safety meetings that are geared to address a broad range of topics including CPR, AED,
heat stress, ergonomics and others mandated by OSHA. During those safety meetings, our employees are given time and are encouraged to report near misses both on and off the job so that
we can learn from one another to better protect ourselves and our co-workers.

We also post great tips on energy conservation, safety and
emergency preparedness.

Visit us online at
www.opd5.com

The line crews are required to have a job briefing before each job, some call it a tailboard. Each
individual is given their responsibilities, tasks, and the machinery they will be in charge of for that
particular job. During the tailboard, employees are reminded of the hazards, special precautions,
energy source controls and the required Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Recently, we have
been trained to include an accident evacuation plan that includes the use of Life Flight.

Please remember, in the event
of a power outage, do not report it via Facebook or twitter,
we can’t guarantee the delivery of messages received via
social media to the right personnel in a timely manner.

UPCOMING BOARD
MEETINGS

You can access both thru our
website, they are setup in a
way that does not require for
you to have a Facebook or
twitter account to view the information.

In case of an unexpected
power outage, please call us
at (702) 397-2512 or (702) 3465710. Overton Power District
No. 5 has personnel on
standby 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, 365 days a year,
including weekends and holidays to respond as quickly as
possible in the event of an
emergency.

Follow us on:

Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

November 15, 2017
4:00 p.m.
Overton Office
Board Room
December 20, 2017
4:00 p.m.
Mesquite Office
Engineering Building
Board Room
January 17, 2018
4:00 p.m.
Overton Office
Board Room
Board meetings are subject to
change. Please check our website, Facebook page or twitter
feed a day prior to the meeting
for a copy of the agenda.

Before the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) was created 46 years ago, an
estimated 14,000 workers were killed on the job each year. Today, workplaces are much safer and
healthier. The numbers have dropped significantly from 38 fatal injuries a day to 13 in 2015. Part
of the reason for that is better safety products and safety training. Another key part is awareness
and better communication about safety.
For us, it’s not about buying our gloves or other forms of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
but the most important thing is that the workers are safe, and because our workers are safe they
will be more productive which will affect the bottom line. Of course, that is in addition to knowing
at the end of a hard day’s work, our employees returned home to their families just the way they
left - safe and sound.

YES WE CAN!
Help us by donating canned and
non-perishable food items to our
local food banks from

OCT. 30 - NOV. 30

TOGETHER

WE CAN make a difference!
More information in the Watts New Section.

Insulate Your Electric
Water Heater Tank

Fall/Winter Energy Savings Tips
By Keith Buchhalter, Public Affairs Specialist at Overton Power District No. 5

3. Leave the top of the water heater open.

Good bye triple digit temperatures. Yes, we survived another HOT summer. It’s finally that time of the year to
once again open our windows, let some fresh air in our homes, and gear up for the winter months. This is my
favorite time of the year, I always look forward to seeing my kids go Trick or Treating, celebrate Veteran’s
Day, gather the family to say thanks for all the blessings received through the year on Thanksgiving day, and
catch the Christmas spirit while admiring the beautiful home light displays some of you work so hard on to
welcome the Holiday season. We want you to make the most out of this great time of the year, and that’s why
we want to share our favorite Energy Savings Tips for the 2017 Fall/Winter months.

4. Wrap the blanket around the water heater and temporarily tape it in place.
Position the blanket so that the ends do not come together over the access
panels on the side of the tank.

Bake Several Dishes at a Time. We all love to bake at this time of the year, but did you know that it
takes the same amount of energy to heat a full oven as it does a nearly-empty one? Make the most of your
oven and bake several dishes at the same time.

5. Mark the areas, then cut holes where controls are located. For electric water
heaters, there will be two panels on the side of the tank. Mark the area where
the pressure relief valve and pipe are located. This will be a pipe that protrudes from the side of the water heater.

Turn the thermostat down when you have guests. Friends and family gatherings are quite common
this time of the year, and those extra bodies in the house means extra warmth at no cost to you.

MATERIALS: • Water Heater Blanket • Scissors • Duct Tape
STEPS:
1. Turn off the electric water heater at the breaker panel.
2. Measure the height of the water heater and cut the blanket to fit if necessary.

7. Turn the water heater back on.

After a great meal is time to clean. Now it is time to wash the dishes! You can do this by scraping off
food, emptying liquids and giving them a manual pre-rinse in the sink with cold water. Only run your dishwasher when it is completely full. Try using the light or short cycle. If you’ve made sure your dishes are easier
to clean, the dishwasher doesn’t need to run at maximum power to finish the job. When your dishwasher is
about to click to the dry cycle, turn it off and open the door to let the dishes air dry. If you do this instead of
using the heat-dry option you could save 15-50 percent of your dishwasher’s energy consumption.

Safety Note: Don’t set the thermostat above 130ºF on the electric water heater with an insulating jacket or blanket – the wiring may overheat.

Plug Leaks and Drafts. Stop throwing money out the window. Your home loses most of its heat to
drafts and air leaks (inside and out). Take simple steps like caulking windows, sealing leaks around recessed
lighting, and sliding draft guards under your doors and you can save up to 20 percent on heating costs.

6. Adhere the blanket. Be careful to line up the cut out areas and then tape it
permanently in place.

Make the Switch
On our April 2017 edition of Watts Up, we shared an article on
the benefits of LED lighting. Making the switch to LED light
bulbs offers significant energy savings over incandescent, halogen and compact fluorescent alternatives. On average, LEDs
consume 80% less energy when compared to incandescent
light bulbs. Depending on daily use, one bulb will last for decades. While LEDs may be generally more costly, in the long run,
your energy savings will more than make up for the initial expense of making the switch to LEDs.

We want to help you “Make the Switch”
From October 1 – December 31, 2017, while supplies last, we will
trade four (4) of your old incandescent light bulbs for four (4)
new ACE LEDs. This offer is limited to one four pack of LEDs
per household.

Invite the Sun in. Yes it feels like the Sun has abandoned us during the winter, but that doesn ’t mean
we should ignore it during these shorter days. Open curtains and other window treatments on your west-and
south-facing windows during the day to allow sunlight to naturally heat your home, and save anywhere from 2
-12 percent.
Maintain Your HVAC System. Make sure to clean or change your furnace filters regularly. A dirty furnace
filter will slow down air flow, making the system work harder to keep you warm and costing you more money.
Also, consider getting a winter tune-up, a semi-annual or yearly tune-up of your heating and cooling system
can improve efficiency, saving you money and making your home more comfortable.
Deck the Halls with LEDs. The holiday season wouldn’t be complete without lighting up our homes with
the brightest and most colorful displays possible. Consider this year LED and Fiber Optic lights instead of traditional incandescent light strands. LED holiday lights use up to 90 percent less energy and last longer as
they are sturdier and more resistant to breakage. Also, put them on a timer, there’s no need to have them on
while everyone is sleeping.
Last but not least. If you plan to travel leaving your home for more than 2-3 days, turn your thermostat
down and turn your water heater off. Just don’t forget to turn it back on immediately upon arrival.
For more energy savings tips, follow us on Twitter and Facebook! From all of us at Overton Power District
No. 5 we wish you and your family a safe 2017 Holiday Season!

